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destroyed by a plague supposedly brought by the dreadful witch
Rangda, queen of evil spirits, who was, according to historians,
Erlangga's own mother. Out of the mythical struggle between
the magic of the witch and that of the great king, arose the legend
T/'alon Arang (see Chapter X) that made Erlangga the most
famous figure of Balinese mythical history.

In later years Bali became independent of Java, but was again
subjugated in 1284 by the army of Kertanagara, the king of
Singasari (of the Tumapel dynasty). Singasari was destroyed
eight years later by the new dynasty of Madjapahit, and Bali again
became free, only to be reconquered in 1343 by General Gadja
Mada for King Radjasanagara, under whom the entire Archipel-
ago became a vassal of Madjapahit During the next hundred
years the power of the empire was undermined by civil wars and
revolts in the colonies, and soon the great empire went into de-
cline. The Balinese revolted against Madjapahit time and again,
but the uprisings were put down in memorable battles, after
which military figures like Arya Damar and Gadja Mada became
rulers of Bali and to them the present Balinese aristocracy traces
its origin. Gadja Mada was sent to Bali to subjugate the king of
the Balinese Pedjeng dynasty, Dalem Bedaulu, who was sup-
posed to have had the head of a pig. He was the owner of the
famous horse of Tenganan. Bedaulu was a semi-demoniac char-
acter of supernatural origin who refused to recognize Madjapahit
supremacy. (See page 37.) He was defeated by Gadja Mada,
and Bali once more came under Javanese rule.

The expeditions of Gadja Mada were the last military displays
of the empire. In the meantime Mohammedan missionaries
were becoming influential in Java and were converting princes
who proclaimed themselves sultans of their districts, repudiating
their allegiance to Madjapahit. Soon peaceful propaganda
turned into armed force; Mohammedan fanatics made war on
Madjapahit, which finally collapsed after it was weakened by
internal trouble. Stutterheim is of the opinion that the empire's
destruction came gradually somewhere about the year 1520,